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$ I. 

H E: great reaſon why they are few in : 
' compariſon who come to a right under- - 
ſtanding and a well-grounded Perſwaſion 

' ma mattersof Religion, is becauſe. they are 
* not many who make a due. inquiry into » 
them. - Were this done more generally, there would - 
not be ſo much ignorance and errour in the.world, nor : 
ſo great a variety of Opinions and Sedts, as there. is, . 
and for the moſt part hath been in theworld. - 

And there are three ſortsof men who fail. of knowing + 
the truth, for want of due.endeavours tofind it out. . 
Some there are who want ability or opportunity to in- 
quire ; others, who wanting neither, do utterly a_ | 
it, and will not apply their minds to it at all ; .a third : 
fort make but a very imper _ ſearch after truth... = ; 
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ſo all ignorance or miſtake in things of moment, that 


maybe attribured etrhertowitmot power and -mecans 
to inquire after truth, or to unwillingneſs and pertect 
negligence, where it may be\fought and attained to; or 
to lazineſs, inaCtivity, and partiality in ſeeking it. 

To the firlt ſort, we are not onely to reckon dents, 
who want a competent meaſure of Reaſonand Under- 
ſtanding wherewith to judge,-but-thole allo that having 
the ſame common natural gifts of the mind with others, 
are yet by reaſon.of their outward circymlznces, kept 
almoſt invincibly ignorant, having very*kttle or no oc- 
caſion given them to inquire- into things, that they 
might know them better. And thouſands who fit in 
Ragan, Dr Hz le ttin, or Popyh s 42 hs fty- 
mined ingrds-cerewwant)rc 6%, heaihe 
caſe at preſent ſtands with them. But bleſſed be God 
this is not -ourcate, who-hvernfnchartme-and-place as 
put no man under circumſtances of incurable igno- 
rance. 

Asifor the ſecond ſort of men, who. have wlentiful 
means and fair opportunities'of beinghetter irffyrmed, 
but utterly neglett1oufethem,; theyarceither ſſh who 
remain under the: power! of thoſe falſe Principl@which 
were in{tilted-intotbem ndherFiducation, or who'blind- 
ly follow-erring'Guides, whoſe-perſons they;have in ad- 
miration, reſolving,never to trauble-themdelves with a 
free and ampartral »afe of [theiDownmegſon concerning 
thoſe Dottmeswhich:theyſhave. in their -own: opinicn 
wiſely andafely:taken upon truſt It happens likewiſe ve- 
ry often.that:men areledaway by lotty .conceits of: their 
own judgment; andthe extrauagant' apinion:they:have 
of-themielves, willnot: fatter :them co attempt ſuch an 
ingenuous:examinatian'ofrthings, asim phes a. poſſibility 
ot: their being deceived. But 1 believe they -are more 

who 
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who take up-Opimians and engage iwvParties for world- 
ly.ends:andcatnaFinterefts;' and obeſe, of. s!1 athers, ere 
£5theſtfrominquiring6c. conviction, becauſe it is-a-prear 
untafneſs to ag. mans mind,” ro'find:himielf miſtaken -im 
thofe-apinicns'whwh arcitor his profir oriplealure mithis 
work... : And moſtly the-power of cyſtom ſtrengthens 
all-rhe&e- cauſes bf :obftinacy in" negledting to inquire. 
Mcti are not willing to.quit the/Perfwaſions they have 
fora.loog time-entertained, but hat rather keep where 
they are, without troubling themlelves- to begin-all a- 
gew, and to. inquire whether they haveinotbeen all a- 
long) deceived. : And where meſt. of xtieſt obſtruftions 
meet her, as\they oftendv;.imthe fame perſon, if'he 
be nat: luccoured mightily 'by.che graceof God,his mind 
——_ up for :ever :againlt »the: knowledge of the 
trut xt BOD. an, = 

f\'third fart miſs'of the truth, not thavthey mgkeny 
inquiry, *but becauſe rhey do this very imperfe@bly and 

brountsTloth and lazineſs, 
being not willing to rake that-pains ant! care which is 
requiſite for: thedifcavery:of ruth; -or through partiali- 
&y : whence itt comes: 20-pab-> that ithey-cxamine and 
woigh cnely-or chiefhy- what wofferediinfavorr of their 
own fide, and/mxke the great (end of their fearch -not 
to follow what ſhall appear to bexruewporinquiry, but 
to ibecconfirmed 1n:their | prefert !Pertwaſron. And 'be- 
cauſe =ibgence and honeſt y ure very neceſſary UYpoſi- 
tions mm order totheviphyunderſtzading of a-great ma- 
ny:things in/Religion, no:wonder:thatthey- who inquire 
without theſe advantages, are rather hardned in Errour 
than convinced of the Truth — +  _ | 

Now: thete”'being the-cornmon cailſes-of -ignorance 
end-errour:amongſt usarthis Yay, and ſince (they all 
center in want-of due inquiry, 'T-ſhifllfet my ſelf to ex- 
cite a!l forts of people, who are-not-made incapable Ly 
natu- 
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ural- weakneſs of ing, to and exa- 
—_ uo mes tr nk mac 


becomes reaſonable creatures. And though-I know 'tis | 
a hard task that-I am undertaking, by reaſon of the pre-. 
Judices and corrupt intereſts of men which I. muſt en- 

counter; yet Iam ſure.no advice can-be more rational 

than this, that we would be perfwaded to uſe our Rea- 

ſon, which,if we do not, we layup. the common. 7alent of - 
our natures in: a Napkin. 

For God hath endued us with Faculties whereby we 
can diſcern between Truth and Errour ; and moreover, 
with a-natural deſure. to know the truth : fo that the uſe 
of theſe Faculties is inexcufably.negleted, and this deſire 
is foully- corrupted and debaſed,if we are cafily. impoſed - 
upon in things of great moment. God in our creation - 
hath enabled and 1nclined; us to ſeek the knowledge of 
Fruth, and to inquire inte the grounds. of our Belict and . 
Practice. - And t to neglett this,. is to abuſe the 
firſt Gifts of God, and to fin againſt Nature. - 

And it ſhould be -every mans care to find: out: that 
truth which concerns Religion and another life, becauſe - 
this is every mans. greateſt intereſt:;; we ſhould beſtow 
moſt diligence there, where, to be deceived. is of moſh 
dangerous conſequence: p | 

But becauſe there are ſome plauſible Pretenees againſt | 
a due.and impartial-enquiry in matters of Religion, - I : 
ſhall prepare my way -by endeavouring,to remove thoſe 
Prejudices- that lie againſt it ; and in order hereunto, I ; 


I. Whether it be dangerous-to priv ate: men to leave - 
them tq ule their own g_—_ and-to be led by 
it in matters-of Faith and Religion? | on, 


2: Whether a general liberty of examining and judge - 
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ag ia thoſe things, doth miſchief in the Church, 
be the cauſe of Schiſms and Hereſies? 

-3- Whether if every one have a juſt Right to exa- 

mine for himſelf, this be not a good reaſon for 79- 

. eration, or the univerſal liberty of praQtiſing accor- 

ding toa mans Conſcience or Perſwaſion, after exa- 


$ 2+ 
I. Whether it be dangerous to private men to allow them 
the uſe of their own judgment in matters of Religion. 

. Now'to leave men wholly to themſelves-in this buſi- 
nels, without dire&ting them to uſe the beſt helps they 
can to find out the truth, is very dangerous indeed; and 
no wiſe man will contend for this liberty of judgment in 
behalf of Chriſtian people, or of any ſort of men whatſo- 
ever : for this were not ſo much to adviſe them'to judge 
for themſelves, as to conclude for themſelves before they 
had taken any pains to judge. For I do not ſee how 
men can be ſid tojudge, who refufe the means without 
which they can make no tryal. Now the aſbſtance of 
men of greater knowledge and ability than themſelves 
have, is one very neceſſary means by which private and 
unlearned perſons-are to examine and judge in matters 
of Religion. And God hath not onely given us abi- 
lity to find out ſome truths by our ſelves, but alſo 
to weigh and conſider what: others offer to us : And 
therefore he hath appointed Governours and Guides of 
Souls, that are to feed the Flock, and to inſtru Chriſti- 
an people in the way to Heaven. And one part of their 
work is to enable them to give av anſwer to every one that 
aketh a reaſon of the hope that is in them, 1 Pet. 3. 15. 
which I conceive they cannot do, without informing and 
helping them to judge for themſelves. So thatliberty 
of examining in order to private judgment, does by no 
means 
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means exclude advifingwithande dearkertiig toc then of 
greater skill and abil& 5" than our yes, Ffpeciafly to 
the publick Guides of Sotils,but rather makegreneceſfiry 
ſouto do,: this/ being, one: means of Gods appointment by 
which we are to-informy our ſelves. And F grant that 


* Without very good: and-clear reaſon, we are not to de- 


part from their DoCtrine, but in all doubtfut eaſtesrs pre- 
ſume in favour of ft. | 

But that it ſhould be dangerous to private perſons to 
weigh and confiden, as: well as. they can, whar their 
Guides teach them'to believe'or redo; this is-rthat whietr 
can by no-means- underſtand, unleſs it were a dange- 
rous thing tofollow our Guides like men that have Rea-' 
ſon, and not*like beaſts that have none. Iris at any- 
time as ſafe:to follow a:Guide with-our eyes open, - as to/ 
ſuffer our ſebves to. be blindfolded, and ther to follow 
him by a tring; © God hathi referred us to Guizes, Heb; 
13.17. but yer he hath/truſted\ns-ro-bnr (elves tos, and" 
we are to #ry the ſpirits whether they be of God: others 
wiſe we may tollow Guides that want Guides themſelves. 
And if. the Blind lead'the Blind, both fall into the detch. 

To fay that inquiries. after tyuth-with che beſt endea» 
voursand means rhgv we have miour pewer, is the way” 
to be miſtaken, is to reproach-our own Reaſon, and God 
the Author of-it ; ſince as it feems,the more we-exercife 
and improve our Reaſon, the more likely weare to be 
in the wrong and(to-deceiveand abnſeourſeiies. - | 

Ar the grat-day' of Accounts, Seducers fhalt anfiwer 
for thoſe whom they have deceived; * And therefore the 
Guides of the Church are ſtroagly abliged' that tley do 
not throvgh wilfalneſs 'or neghgenee miflerd ns. Bur 
if they miſlead'ns in$hingsrhar-froukch ureteenal fares 
Ido not find that all the blame will tie wpen/tfiem; Hut 
rather that we alſo ſhall anſwer'for it. oar' ſelves + Os 
therwite why ſhould our Saviour fey, Why. of your y__ 
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do ye not judge that which i right * Luke 12. 57. and 
St. John, Believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, 
Sc. 1 Fob. 4. 1. and St. Paul, Prove all things, hold faſt 
that which is good, x Theſſ.5.21. and, Let no man decerve 
you, 2 Theſ]. 2. 3. Again, if it be dangerous to permit 
men to judge for themſelves in that ſenle wherein I con- 
tend for it, then theſe are not wholſom but very dange- 
rous Exhortations 
And yet if a Church which pretends to be an Infallible 
Gaide in Religion, could make it out clearly and plain- 
ly that ſhe is fo, I ſhould, without much examination of 
her particular DoQrines, receive them-as the Oracles of 
God. But then I muſt have ſtronger A1guments to af- 
ſure me that ſhe isinfallible, than thoſe whuch at preſent 
make me certain that ſhe 1s actually deceived. For to 
ſubmit ro a pretended infallible Authority , without 
knowing why I do ſo, is to put it-into the power of 0- 
thers, for ought I know, to lead me into the moſt dam- 
nable errours, and to call Yzrte Vice, and Yice Virtue. 
Therefore they muſt be very convincing Reaſons upon 
which I am to believe that of my Guide, which being 
once admitted, I muſt take his bare word afterward for 
all things elſe. I think none of the Romay Communion 
will deny this. And then it will follow, that for my 
own ſafety Tam to uſe my own Reaſon and Judgment 
as ſeverely as I can, before I admit this fundamental 
Article of their Faith. And this will amount to what I 
ſay, that it is ſo far from being dangerous for men to 
uſe their own Judgment in matters of Religion, that it 
is very dangerous for them not to do ſo; ſince other- 
wile they are likely to follow men of the greateſt confi- 
dence, as they for the moſt part are who have the leaſt 
reaſon for it. 
Beſides, if I am led into errour by the Authority of a 
Church that does not pretend to [nfailibility, I may hope 
B to 
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to recover the knowledge of the truth, eſpecially if it 
be 2 matter of great confequence, more than if ſhe pre- 
tended and I believed her infallible. For fuch a Church 
will not fo readily deny me the means of examining 
her Do&trine, and ſo I may be able to diſcover the exrour 
my ſelf : If not, I have this comfort at leaſt, that my 
Guides being not engaged to contend that they are in- 
fallible, are themſelves in the way of deteQing their 
own miſtake, and will more eaſily come off from it. 
But they that pretend to Infallibility, are ſtak'd down to 
their Opinions; and though their Cauſe be never lo bad, 
they are engaged.to ſerve it. And therefore this Pre- 
tence is ſo far trom diſcharging me of the pains of uſing 
my own Judgment and Reaſon in matters of Religion, 
that I make the moſt fooliſh venture in the world, if I 
do not uſe my Reaſon as ſtriftly as I can in examining 
that very Pretence before I admit it. And though a 
Churches claim to Infallibility were in it ſelf never fo 
juſt and well-grounded, it is to me but a Pretence, till I 
underſtand the grounds of it. 

Nor canany man blame me, if before T am convinced 
of the Infallibility of that Church, I take thoſe particular 
Do&rines into conſideration which are to be believed 
upon this account, that I may this way alſo judge of 
the reaſonableneſs of that Pretence :' for 'tis not for no- 
thing that men would be thought infallible. If I find 
the Do&trine they would put oft with ſuch authority, to 
be indeed divine and heavenly, rational and ſcriptural, 
tending to the reformation and falvation of Mankind, 
this will incline me to yield more eaſily to the axtece- 
dent Arguments of the Infallibility of that Church: But 
if the DoQrine for which ſhe vouches this Authority 
does, upon the moſt impartial tryal that I can make, ap- 
pear to be worldly, unſcriptural, or contrary tocommon 


ſence; then I am bound to examine the grounds of her 
Pre- 
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Pretence more ſeverely than in the former caſe. And 
there is no queſtion but ſuch Do&trines may be taught 
by men pretending to Inſpiration or Infallibility, which 
will juſtifie a man 1n rejecting that Pretence out of hand, 
and troubling-himſelf no more about it. If a Phyſician 
of never ſo great name ſhould tell me that he would in- 
fallibly cure my Diſeaſe, and then preſcribe a doſe of 
Arſenick, 1 think Reaſon would adviſe rather to queſtion 
his Infallibility, becauſe he goes thus madly to work, 
than to take his Poyſon becauſe he promiſes an Infalli- 
ble Cure. : 

Now if I am not to do violence to my own under- 
ſtanding in things that concern my bodily health, much 
leſs ſhould I do the fame in things that regard my ever- 
laſting ſtate. And they are a ſtrange ſort of men, who 
will allow- people the liberty of uſing their Reaſon as 
well as they can for the ſecurity of their worldly inte- 
reſts, but will have them be led in the great affairs of 
Religion and Eternity, as if they had no reaſon at all. 
For to judge aright, and to know the truth in matters 
of Religion, which is our higheſt concernment, was the 
principal end for which we have Reaſon, and are Crea- 
tures of judgment and choice. And they may as well 
fay that 'tis dangerous for a man to walk abroad with 
-his eyes open, as that 'tis dangerous for him to take up- 
on himſelf to judge as well as he can whether he be in 
the right way to Heaven or not. 


d 2, 
If we conſider what has been already ſaid, it will not 
be difficult to anſwer the ſecond Queſtion. 
2. Whether a liberty of —_— and judging in mat- 
ters of Religion, doth miſchief in the Church, and be the 
cauſe of Herefies and Schiſms > To which Ianſwer, that 


To affirm this, is in effe& to fay, that it had been 
| B 2 much 
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much better, in order to the peace of the Church, and 
the prevailing of Truth, that men had been nearer to 
ſtocks and ſtones, than endued with natural Abilities of 
judging, and natural propenſions to uſe thoſe Abilities ; 
which I think would be to refle& upon the Wiſdom of 
our Maker. For certainly it had been better for men 
to have wanted- the faculties of judging and proving, 
if it be ſo dangerous a thing to the Church to make ule 
of them. Nor is it much for the credit of the Church, 
that it ſhould be againſt her intereſt for men to examine 
her DoQtrine, and uſe their Reaſon about it as well as they 
can. | 

To ſpeak to the thing : It is not the liberty of exami- 
nation and judgment in order to the knowledge of the 
Truth, that cauſeth Hereſies and Schiſms, but the not 
making a right uſe of this liberty, z. e, mens entring up- 
on this work with Pride, and the prevalency of Luſt 
and Paſſion, and worldly intereſt, their want of careand 
diligence, and of proving things ſu@iciently ; their ta- 
king up Opinions without reaſonable examination, and 
then ſeeking for Pretences to colour their obſtinacy. 
The Luſts and Vices of men are againſt the peace of the 
Church and the'intereſt of Truth, but not the uſe of 
that Reaſon which. is the divine part of our Natures, and 
which God hath given us to reſtrain and govern our in- 
feriour Faculties. . 

"Tis true indeed, that if few or none troubled them- 
ſelves at all to judge in matters of Religion, there would 
be no Hereſies. But 'tis true too, that if they had no 
reaſon to judge of theſe things at all, there would have 
been no Hereſies; and *tisas true, that if there had been 
no Religion at all, it were impoſſible that there ſhould 
be Hereſtes in Religion. But will any men fay, that 
Reaſon or Religion is therefore the cauſe.of Hereſtes 2 
And yet there is as much reaſon to ſay this, as to con- 
clude 
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clude that the uſe of our own underſtandings in the 
things of God, 1s the cauſe of Hereſtes. Theſe things 
are too groſs to need a Confutation, 

And yet this Pretence againſt the liberty of proving 
what is propounded to us in Religion, is intended chiefly 
againſt private and ordinary perſons, but not againſt 
the publick Guides and Officers of the Church ; where- 
as in truth, if there be any thing in it, it holds more 
{trongly againſt theſe than againſt the other : And that 
becauſe the moſt pernicious -Hereſies that ever came in- 
tothe Church, were brought in by men of Learning and 
Authority in the Church. And if this Pretence be good, 
they of all men ſhould be forbidden to inquire into mat- 
ters of Religion ; becauſe if they fall into any dangerous 
miſtake, their Authority is likely to give reputation to 
it, and to make it go down more eaſily with the 'com- 
mon People, than it it had been ſtarted by one of them» 
ſelves. So that we muſt not lay the Hereſies that have 
been in the Church, to the liberty we have been con- 
tending for, unleſs we will be content toexclude a/ from 
the duty of proving what they have been taught to be- 
lieve. And no man can think this reaſonable, unleſs he 
takes all Religions to be equally true, that is, every one 
to be alike falſe. And he that believes this, needs not 
care what Hereſie he is of. | 


$ 3. 
3- But if every man hath : juſt liberty and roght to ex» 
amine for himſelf, 1s not this a good reaſon for Toleration, 
or for the univerſal liberty of prattifing according to a mans 
Conſcience or Perſwahon > For to what purpole 15liberty 
of enquiry, if after all, I muſt be concluded by theAu- 
thority of my Superiours, or elſe ſuffer under thoſe Laws 
by which they provide for Uniformity in Religion 2 


To this I anlwer, That every mans right and duty 
to 
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to judge for himſelf in matters of Religion, is no good 
reafontor Toleration, unleſs it were allo apparent that e- 
very man uſed that Rigkt as he ought to do, z.e. with 
induſtry, -deliberation, and impartiality. If all men 
were lincere, and would examine without prejudice, 
without that byaſs to one fide which is made by luſt 
and pa{lion, and worldly intereſt, it they all intended to 
know the truth, that they might do their duty, then 
doubtleſs it were very fit that ail ſhould enjoy an undi- 
| Kurbed liberty of practice according to their Judgment; 
for then no man woulderr in things plain and neceſſar 
to his own falvation and the peace of Church and State. 
For our Lord hath aſſured us, that if any man will do the 
will of God, he ſhall know of the Dottrine whether it be of 
God, But fo long as there is that Hypocriſie in the 
World whereof men are conſcious to themſelves, ſo long 
as all thoſe Vicesalſoreign, which inſenſibly corrupt the 
Judgment, and make men diſloyal to the Truth, while 
they perceive it not ; it is by no means reaſonable that 
the State under which we live, ſhould leave us 
lawleſs, and free from all obligation of temporal Penal- 
ties what Religion we profeſs, and what Communion we 
obſerve. For the moſt dangerous Pretence for the car- 
rying on of ſeditious and rebellious deſignes againſt the 
Government, is that of Religion: And a few men that 
mean nothing but their own greatnefs and power, ſhall 
be able to manage the Zeal ot a ſuperſtitious Multitude 
againſt the Government for their own private ends, 
while they ſcorn the ſuperſtition of their Followers, and 
perhaps all pretence to Religion in their own hearts. 
And thereiore it concerns the Government to take care 
that the true Religion be protefted by the Laws, and 
then to provide by the moſt prudent methods that no 
other be profeſſed in the Commonwealth. 

If it be ſaid, that the end of all liberty to inquire and 


Judge 


of Opinions in Religion. 13 
judge for our ſelves is deſtroyed, if at laſt we muſt con- 
torm to the Laws, or be puniſhed for our refuſal : The 
contrary will be eaſily ſhewn to any one who believes 
that we are infinitly more concerned what will become 
of us in the life to come, than in our preſent fortunes. 
For ſuppoſe that they are Errours which Authority re- 
quires us to profeſs, and that they are unlawful things 
which it requires us to do in Divine Service, and that 
by a due and diligent examination of things I come to 
know this ; do I get nothing by my enquiry, but the 
ſeverity of thoſe humane Laws that are againſt me 2 Do 
not I obtain the comforts of a good Conſcience, in ha» 
ving honeſtly endeavoured to know the truth, and in 
doing what I thcreupon knew to be my duty > It Ido 
hereby obtain Gods Favour at preſent, and ſhall obtain 
Gods Rewards in a better life, is not this worth all my 
care and ſincerity, though I ſhould get nothing by it in 
this World but Trouble and Perſecution? 

So that it is worth the while to examine the Doctrine 
impoſed upon me by Authority, though I know before- 
hand that be it right or wrong, I muſt be puniſhed by 
man if Ireceive it not. 

True Religion, and our obſervation to profeſs Gods 
Truth, and to do his Will, ſtands indeed upon the Au- 
thority of God, and the Evidence of divine Revelation ; 
but nevertheleſs, the profeſſion thereof ought to be en- 
couraged and protefted by the Powers of the World, 
and by conſequence all falſe Religions ſhould be diſcoun- 
tenanced, and the profeſſion of them made uneaſie by 
their Laws: Scripture and Reaſon teach us, that they 
no leſs than Parents, ſhould uſe that Authority for God, 
which they have received from him. But if they, for 
want of ſincere tryal and examination, do themſelves e- 
ſtabliſh Iniquity or Herefie by a Law, and turn the edge 
of their Power againſt the true Religion , they m_ an- 
wer 
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ſwer it to God at the day of Judgment, who hath ſhewed 
them as well as others, what # good and what he required 
of them. 

In the mean while Perſecution diſtinguiſhes between 
the Sincereand the Hypocrite ; and as the infincere (tudy 
how to perplex the 7ruth, and to avoid the convictions 
thar arc upon their minds,and to reconcile their Apoſtacy 
to their Credit and. Conſciences ; ſo the honeſt inquire 
into the grounds of their Faith more diligently, and be- 
ing deſirous to ſtrengthen themſelves under Sufferings 
by -a full aſſurance that they ſufter for Righteouſneſs 
ſake, they ſearch into all the grounds of their Perſwaſton 
more narrowly than if they had never come under this 
temptation: and by this means the true DoCtrine comes: 
to be propounded to the World, with the advantage of 
ſironger Arguments, and thoſe better managed than if it 
had never met with oppoſition. 

But if the true Faith and Worſhip be eſtabliſh'd by 
Law, and the Penalties of Noncontormity be ſtrictly 
required; this is fo far from hindring men from enquz- 
ring, that it lays an obligation upon a great many to con- 
ſider things .impartially, who otherwiſe would never 
have looked but upon one ſide of the Queſtion ; I mean 
all thoſe whom either Wantonnels and Selt-conceit, or 
Fattion and Worldly Intereſt, or the undue admiration 
of mens perſons, and the like, would have held under a 
conſtant prejudice againſt Reaſon and Truth. A car- 
nal Argument tor a good Cauſe, is very oftena wholfom 
means to remove a carnal prejudice againſt it : And the 
Authority of the Magiſtrate can hardly be better uſed 
in matters of Religion , than to make ſuch a difference 
between the Obſervers of the Ecclefraſtical Laws, and the ' 
Diſſexters trom them, that it ſhall be very hard for any 
man to lie under a Worldly Temptation, to diſſent ſuf 
ficient to recompence the damage he muſt undergo. 

; This 
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This will make a great many impartial. in Weighing the 
ObjeQons againſt Conformity, with the Arguments and 
Anfwers on the other fide,” and by degrees bring them 
to the knowledge of the Truth, and at length roa ſin- 
cere love of it. It isa falſe Maxime, That Force in mat- 
rers of Religion mates Hypocrites, bgt not true Converts. 
For ſometimes it cures /Zypocrifie, very often Ignorance 
and Partiality ; and thats a good degree towards Con- 
verſion : And yet this will not juſtifie the putting of 
men to death for mere difference in Religion. The 
keaſt degree of ſeverity which will do the bufinels, is 
reat enough. The Supteme Powers ſhould conſider 
ir Subje&ts it rheſe caſes, as a wiſe and good Father 
would confider hisown Children ; who if he had power 
of life and death over thetm, would not kill his misbe- 
lieving Son, and ye would'try to redace him by World- 
ly Diſcipline, and drive him to confideration by the ſen- 
fHle effets of his Difpleafire. The tnoderarion of the 
Emgliſh Laws for Uniformity, is viſible to all difinteref- 
ſed] perſons ; and rhough the unevennels of their execu- 
tion hath rendred them teſs effeQual , yer thete are ſe- 
verakwho have. cauſe £0 bleſs God for being compelled 
to cotne to our Churches, 4nd to conſider the Tertns of 
out Communion with ſome navieng whereas if 
there had been at abſolute Toleration, their Ignorance 
and Prgjudices might have 1ed them they know not whi- 

ther. | | | 
*he Chureh' of Exgland catiferh the Scriptares to be 
publickly read, and puts them! into the Peoples hands, 
and.defires nothing more than that every one would di- 
ligently and impartially confider the caſes between her 
and thoſe that ſeparate from her. And it ts no abſurd 
thing to ſay, that this liberty of Judgment which ſhe al- 
lows, is conſiſtent with the Exg/iſh Laws that require 
conformity of all ; ſince if it —_ not been for thoſe 
Laws, 
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Laws, ſome men had never attained.to liberty of Judg- 
ment, but had ſtill been held in bondage to their Preju. 
dices and Errours. And it is much to be feared, that 
they make the greateſt noiſe for /iberty of Praftice, ac- 
cording to their Judgment, who have made little or no 
uſe of their Judgment. in diſtinguiſhing between good 
and bad, true and falſe, They demand one liberty, 
while they make no uſe of another; the liberty of be- 
ing «ndiſturbed and Iicentious in a wrong way, while 
they never uſe that liberty of examining the —__ of 
their Perſwafion, to which the Church ſo vehemently 
perſwades them by her Miniſters. | 

If it be urged, that when a man ſets himſelf with hb- 
neſty and diligence to examine the Caſe of Communion 
with the Chnrch, and doth all that he can to inform 
himſelf aright in this matter, but cannot be ſatisfied that 
he may lawfully conform, and this through mere weak» 
neſs of underſtanding ; it is not reaſonable that he ſhould 
ſuffer any thing for that. _ | | 

It may be faidon the other ſide, that there are many 
more who fail of underſtanding their duty in this kind, 
tor want of examination and inquiry, and through the 
prevalency- of Prejudice and paſſion, than there are of 
thoſe who continue erroneouſly perſwaded through mere 
weakneſs of underſtanding. Butasfor thoſe,who in per- 
fe weakneſs remain uncofvinced, if I may ſuppoſe an 
fuch,T wiſh theLaws could diſtinguiſh them fromthe reſt, 
and that they could be known by ſome viſible charaQers, 
that they might be exempted from undergoing any pe-- 
nalties. But ſince this cannot be, it muſt be endured 
that a few or none in compariſon, come to have hard 
meaſure, by means of that which is neceſſary for the: 
common and publick good. 3 
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| $+ 4. 
Having premiſed thus much concerning this ſubje&t, 
I ſhall proceed in this method following. 


I. Toconſider in what caſes we are to enquire moſt 
of all into the Truth. | 

IT.: To ſhew how or by-what Rules or Teſts we are 
to try and examine Opinions in Religion. 

II. How we ought to be diſpoſed and qualified that 
our Inquiries'may be profitable and ſucceſsful. 

IV. To lay down. ſome Motives whereby to per- 
ſwade men to fuch Inquiry and examination. 

V. To conſider what becomes us and is ourduty, ab 
ter the diſcovery and knowledge of the Truth. 


I. I ſhall conſider in what caſes we ought to be moſ? 
careful in making inquiries after the Truth, leſt we be im- 
poſed upon, or miſtaken. 

All Inquiries about Religion are either concerning the 
truth of Religion in the general ; or ſuppoſing the exi- 
ſtence and providence of God, which is the true Reli- 
gion, whether the Pagan, or the Jewiſh or the Mahome- 
tan, or the Chriſtian; or the truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion being granted, what Communion of men profeſ- 
ſing Chriſtianity, is to be choſen ; for inſtance, whether 
the Church of Rome, or the Church of Exglazd, or the Com- 
munion. of the Diſſenters who ſeparate from this 
Church. 

But now all thingsare not alike needful to be proved, 
or are equally proper matters of inquiry. For, 

, 1, Every manisnot bound to know a/ the falſe ways 
of —_ that are in the World, and therefore not to 
try and examine every one of them. It is ſufficient tor 
moſt men, that they well 2 the Faith and —_ 

2 10n 
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ſion to which they have been educated, that if it be the 
Truth, they may be well-grounded in it ; if it be falſe, 
that they may upon good reaſon depart from it. 

2. Things that are ſe/ſ-evident, need not to be exa- 
mined : for no Argument can make them plainer to us 
than they arealready. We may withoutany heſitation 
aſſent to ſuch Principles as theſe: That God cannot lie ;'* 
That men ought to obſerve fidelity and juſtice to one ano- 
ther, and the like. If there were not ſome Principles 
that needed no proving, it were impoſlible to prove any 
thing ; and the more plain any thing is in itſelf, the leſs 
need there is to examine it. If I am told that white is 
Black, 1 ſhall not go about to difprove it, becauſe the 
thing is evidently talſe of it ſelf, and I can uſe no Argu- 
ment that can make the matter plainer than itwas at firſt. 
In like manner, if any man pretends that there is no dif- 
ference between Vice and Virtue but in name, and that 
all things are equally lawful ; this ſhall not put me to 
the trouble of examining the thing, becauſe 'tis contrary 
to the common' ſenſe of mankind. And for this reaſon 
any man is to be excuſed that diſmiſſes the DoQtrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, without taking much pains about it ; 
becauſe upon a vety little conſideration, / there appears 
ſo many groſs contradiftions and inconſiſtencies in it, 
that Ican have no greater reaſon to believe any thing is 
true, than I have to believe that is falſe. 

. Some things are hardly worth the examining, and 
it ſignifies little or nothing to underſtand the right ſide 
of the Queſtion. If the DoEtrine of the immaculate con- 
ception of the Virgin Mary were true, yet it were not 
worth a quarter ot the pains they have taken about ir 
in the Church of Rome. It is by no means true,that an 
infallible living Judge is neceſſary upon Earth, and that 
tor the deciding of all Controverſies in Religion; ſince 
all ſuch Controverſies are not neceſſary to be _ 
ome 
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ſome of them being of ſo little concern to us, that it is 
no t matter it they remain Controverſies to the 
Worlds end. 

But we ought to uſe our Reaſon as well as we can to 
find our the truth in all thoſe caſes wherein it will be 
dangerous to be deceived; and therefore in theſe four : 


Firſt, When any man or company of men would gain 

us over to their way by lofty and extraordinary 
Pretences. 

Secondly, When DoCtrines are propounded to us with 
conſiderable Authority, which ſeem to encourage 
licentiouſneſs, and to render all care of living well 
needleſs. 

Thirdly, When we are tempted to ſeparate from the 
Communion of the eſtabliſh'd Church where we 
live, or if we are in a ſtate of Separation from it. - 

Fourthly, When Opinions in Religion are propoun- 
ded to us by thoſe that would get us to yield up 
our Judgments wholly unto them, and do what 
they can to keep us from examining them. 


A prudent man would examine in all theſe caſes ; 

Firſt, When men make extraordinary Pretences. The 
reaſonableneſs of which I have already ſhewn, with refe- 
rence to that Pretence of the Church of Rome to Infalli- 
bility. And the like is to be ſaid of thoſe that pretend 
to work Miracles, or that talk of immediate Revelations, 
of knowing the Truth by »ſpiration, and of more than 
ordinary Illuminations. For it is not onely a childiſh 
thing to be frighted with big words from looking what 
is under them, but a very dangerous ſort of cowardize, 
to be afraid of calling thoſe things into queſtion which 
are ſet off with ſuch highflown Pretences. For from 


hence it has come to paſs, that Superſtition and a 
Enthu- 
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Enthufiaſms and Impoſtures, have prevailed fo much in 
the World. It is ſorhewhat ſtrange that we ſhould be- 
lieve men the more, for that very reaſon upon which we 
ſhould believe them leſs, that is, for magnifying them- 
ſelves. And yet if this had not been common, Maho- 
met had not impoſed upon fo gone a part of the World, 
nor the Church of Rome upon ſo great a part of Chriſen- 
dom,nor our Enthufiaſts upon ſo many People in England 
as they have. I would not be backward to give that 
man a hearing, that pretends to great things in teaching 
Religion ; but then I ſhould be ſomething forward to 
give hima tryal too : for otherwiſe I might encourage 
a very impudent Hypocrite to be more impudeant ſtill, 
and toplay upon my eaſineſs till I had ſwallowed all the 
fooliſh and damnable Opinions which he would have me 
believe for his own advantage. 

Secondly, When we meet with Dotrines that ſeem to 
ſtrike at the foundations of Morality and good living, we are 
to examine them too, before we yield our aſſent, though they 
be recommended by men of name and authority. For the 
end of divine truth is a good and holy life ; and there- 
fore I ſhould ſuſpe&t that to be falſe DoQrine, which in 
my judgment either takes away the neceſſity of Piety 
and Virtue, or diſcourages men from endeavouring to 
attain them. For inſtance, I find this Do&rine main- 
tained by ſome men of great note, That God hath from 
all eternity abſolutely choſen ſome men to ſalvation, 
and reprobatcd the reſt, without reſpeC&t to any perſo- 
nal qualifications. Now if this be true, I cannot ſee for 
my lite how the obtaining of eternal happineſs, and the 
avoiding of damnation, depends upon any care of mine, 
or upon any thing that I can do, ſince every mans ſtate 
is abſolutely over-ruled by predeſtination and an irre- 
verfible decree ; ſo that let me do what I pleaſe, all that 
I can &o for another world will be but loſt labour, and 


might 
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might as well be ſpared. Burt if I am ſenſible of this, it 
is but reaſonable that I ſhould not rely upon the credit. 
of the Author or. of the Preacher for ſo perilous a Do- 
Qtrine ; but becauſe it is pretended to be grounded-upon 
the ninth Chapter to the Romans, I ſhould go to the A- 
poſtle my ſelf, and carefully inquire into his meaning in 
that place, by the beſt Rules of interpretation that 1 can 
learn. whoever goes thus impartially-to work, 
will find that the Apoſtle in that place was diſcourſing, 
of another Queſtion, and indeed upon a ſubject that has. 
nothing to do with this Queſtion of abſolute Election or 
Reprobation of the perſons of men ; and that though the 
words ſound that way to a man that is already prepoſ- 
ſeſs'd, yet the meaning of them is nothing to the pur- 
*poſe. Suſpicion of DoCtrines when it is grounded upon. 
ſo good a reaſon as we are now ſpeaking of, ſhould cauſe 
mquiry, and then that inquiry will diſcover on which 
ſide the truth lies. He that would be a Libertine, and 
live as he liſts, may be pleaſed when he meets with any 
pretended Doctrine of Religion-that will excuſe a wicked 
life, or diſcourage Virtue and. holineſs ; and therefore it 
is likely that he will reſt ſatisfied, and examine no far- 
ther. But an honeſt mind will not let a man deceive 
himſelf in this manner ; but if. it does not cauſe him to 
reje&t ſuch Opinions as ſoon as ever he has well ſatisfied 
himſelf of their conſequences, it will at leaſt keep him 
from admitting them, till he has tried them-every way 
that he can. 

* Thirdly, We ought alſo to be very well ſatisfied, and that 
upon much conſideration of the matter, before we ſeparate 
rom the Communion of the Church where we live. For 
whatever ſome men may think of it, this is a buſineſs of 
ſo weighty a nature and conſequence, that it is-not to be: 
reſolved upon or continued in, till we are ſure we are in 
the right, and that upon moſt plain and evident _—_— | 
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And if there be any caſe in which a Chriſtan ought not 
to go raſhly to work, this is one. And therefore it is 
greatly to be lamented, that {o many amongſt us preten- 
ding to the power of Godlineſs, ſhould make fo light a 
matter as they plainly do of ruaning into ſeparate Con- 
gregations; 1t being very notorious, when one diſcour- 
ſes the point with them, that they never enquired why 
the Church-Aſſmblies were to be forſaken, and what 1t 
is in the eſtabliſh'd Forms of Worſhip,or in the Terms of 
our Communion,that makes it needful for an honeſt and 
wiſe Chriſtian to depart from it. And this is an Argu- 
ment that they take it to be a matter of very little oon- 
fequence; for otherwiſe they would have applied them- 
felves with more diligence to weigh it in all the particu- 
lars that belong to it. 

And therefore I ſhall offer ſome Reaſons in behalf. of 
ſuch inconſiderate People, ro convince them how bold 
and dangerous a thing it is to ſeparate from this Church 
of England, unleſs they wete fully fatisfied upon mature 
examination that there are juſt and neceſſary cauſes for 
ſeparation, ſuch namely as will make them finners a- 
gainft God, if they donot ſeparate. 

r. F without juſt caufe I ſeparate from thu Church, I dv 
wilfully rejet the great Mefſngs and advantages of Com- 
munion with it, and muſt be warty to Golf r ſlighting 
that merciful providence of his throwgh which I happened to 
be born and bred in a place where I might enjoy benefits 
of Church-Communion, without venturing at any diforder 
and ſinful prattice for them. Surely it is no ſmall blel- 
» if my lot has been caſt where ſo great a bleſſing 
did, as it were, lie in wait for. me, where the trae Chri- 


ſttan DoQrine and way of Worſhip was recommended 
to me by publick Authority, and eftebk{h'd by Law 
and Cuſtom, and defended to my hand by clear and 
ſtrong Arguments. If this be our Caſe in the Church 

of 
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of England, then my ſeparation from her (I ay it a- 
gain ) makes me guilty of a ſtupid and ungratetul con- 
tempt of Gods exceeding mercies in diſpolting my con- 
dition in this World ſo to my advantage, that I was bory, 
baptized, and bred in a place where the Truth invited 
me, and was ready to receive me, before I made one 
ſtep towards a ſearch after her. Indeed to be baptized 
within the Communion of a particular Church, and to 
have been born and to live under that Authority which 
requires me to keep cloſe to it, is of it ſelf no ſufficient 
reaſon why we ſhould continue to be of it; but it is 2 
mighty reaſon why we ſhould examine things carefully 
bee we leave it, or take up a reſolution never to re- 
turn to it, if we have left it already ; becauſe if there be 
no juſt reaſon for ſeparation, we thall have the more to 
anſwer to God : For it is a great fault to negleCt ſear. 
ching after the 7ruth in matters of this concern, even 
when it lies a great way off from a man; but ir is much 
more inexcuſable to reject. it when it lies at our doors. 

2. I had need be wery careful and impartial in this 
caſe, fince if the reaſons upon which T ſeparate be not really 
weighty and ſubſtantial, am at once geil of throwing off” 
that ſubordination and ſubjeAion to the Paſtors and Guides 
of the Church, which the Chriſtian Profeſſion requires, and 
of contemning the lawful commands of my ge in the 
State, contrary to the Rule of the Goſpel which obliges me 
to ſubmit to their Ordinances. I ſhould not eaſily be led 
toa Praftice where there is danger of ſuch a complicated 
ſin. 

. I am to conſider, that differences in Religion and 
Worſhip, do dangerouſly affet the Peace of Kingdoms and all 
other Societies, eſpecially where the intereſts of Church and 
State are ſo mixed and interwoven together as they are in 
England. They that agree in Religion, are the moſt 
likely to be at peace, and to agree together in other 

D things. 
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things. But it ſeldom happens that they maintain hear- 
ty correſpondence in any thing, who are of oppoſite 
Communions in the ſervice of God. When the Unity 
of the Church is broken, there is a foundation laid of 
thoſe uncharitable cenſures and animoſities which for the 
moſt part end in violence and bloudſhed, very often to 
the diſfolation of Kingdoms and Nations. It were cafie 
to put this out of queſtion by ſeveral inſtances of the 
fad experience which Chriſtendom hath had of it. But 
the late and fad Example hereof at home, is enough to 
make all others needleſs for our conviction. The Re- 
bellion here was ſupported by nothing more than by 
difference about Religion. This was the principal cauſe 
that brought together ſo many People againſt the King, 
and that inflamed them with anger and reſolution to 
venture all, till they had fecured the King and enſlaved 
the Kingdom. I need not ſay (for ſure every body 
muſt be ſenſible of that ) how diverſity of Religions 
weaken the Government, and render a People unable to 
do well for themſelves, to oppole foreign Enemies, and 
to uſe the moſt likely opportunities tor the common 
ſafety and proſperity. Therefore in love to our Coun- 
try, and for the fake of Peace at home, and of ſacceſs.in 
all juft Enterprizes abroad, we ſhould be very backward 
to violate the prefent Conſtitution of the Church, and 
ro unſcttle the ftate of Religion, and never ſeparate from 
the eſtabliſh'd Communion, till we find our ſelves for- 
ced to it by Reaſons ſo plain and weighty, that there is 
no avoiding of it, if we would keep our ſelves honeſt 
menandgood Chriſtians. ' 

4. The ſetting of a bad example to others ſhould in this 
caſe be moſt + For if where a neceſlaryReforma- 
tion in things of Religion is made by juſt Authority,or a 
lawful ſeparation made by private perſons from.a Com- 
munion p6lluted with unlawtul conditions ; it is yet 
very 
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very hard to keep the Example from being abuſed by 
others in reforming or ſeparating without any ſuch 
cauſe, and will ſtill be of worſe conſequence to ſet an ex- 
ample of wanton and unjuſtifrable ſeparation : for this 
is ſo plain a contempt of Authority, Order, and Unity, 
that others will be afraid to ſubdivide into more Parties, 
as Sel-conecit, Ambition, . or Revenge, or the like evil 
diſpoſitions ſhall prompt them. 

5. If ſeparation ſhould not be made but with very great 
caution, for fear of incurring the guilt of Schiſm by a cauſe- 
leſs and wnlawful departure from the Aſſemblies of the 
Church, and ſetting up other Aſſemblies in oppoſition to 
thew, This in the judgment of the ancient Chriſtians 
was no leſs than for a man to cut himſelf off from the 
_ Catholick Church of Chriſt; and if the body of Chriſt be 
but ane, as the Scripture plainly tells us, he that divides 
himſelf from any particular Church that is a Member of 
this Body, divides himſelf from the whole Body. And 
therefore Schiſmaticks were not accounted by the Anci- 
ents to be within the Church, although they retained the 
profeſſion of the Common Faith. And ſurely a man 
would well adviſe with himſelt about an ation where- 
by he may be in danger of putting himſelf into that 
condition. The nity of Chriſtians in one Body and 
Communion, was inſtituted by our Lord for very great 
and weighty reaſons, and particularly for the ſecuring of 
Brotherly kindneſs amongſt his Diſciples , who being 
Members.of the Body of Chriff, ſhould therefore love 
and care for one another more than other men are wont 
to do; and for the retaining of Profeſlors within the 
Rules of a true Chriſtian life, from which if they ſhould 
break away by any ſcandalous praftice, they were to be 
puniſhed for it by the ſhame of being turned out of the 
Communion of the Church, and by the loſs of the great 
advantages thereof, But it is evident, that they who 
D 2 are 
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are guilty of dividing the Communion of Chriſtians, 
and letting up one Communion in oppoſition to another, 
without neceſſary cauſe, do what in them lies to render 
this proviſion for the maintenance of Charity and purity 
of Manners amongſt Believers, altogether ineffeQtual. 
And we ſee by experience that hatred and ill will, and 
looſeneſs of lite, gains ground more by the Schiſms that 
are amongſt Chriſtians, than by any thing elſe ; and no 
wonder, ſince men that are of different and oppoſite 
Conmmunions do not uſe to love one another ; and vi 
cious perſons do not value the Communion of a true 
Church, nor care if for their ill manners they be turned 
out of it, when they can take Sanctuary in a pretended 
Church of another Communion, that makes'as loud a 
claim to all the Priviledges of a Church-Society as that 
Church can do from which they have divided them- 
ſelves. Which things being conſidered, we ate not to 
wonder that in St. Cyprian's time Schiſm was accounted 
no leſs, but rather a greater fault than to ſacrifice to 7- 
dols for the avoiding of perſecution, For though 7do- 
latry fimply.confidered be in it ſelf worſe, yet Schiſm in 
its conſequences 1s more pernicious. He that 1s the 
Head of a Schiſm, does more miſchief to the Church 
than if he turned a Pagan or a Mahometan. The con- 
clufion from hence is this : That it concerns every man 
that ſeparates himſelf from an eſtabliſhed Church, it 
concerns him, I ſay, as much as his Soul is worth, to 
look to it that the cauſe of his ſeparation be juſt and ne- 
ceſſary, and ſuch as will throw the guilt of Schjſm upon 
that Church from which he ſeparates. 

But alas, how few are they that examine the reaſons 
upon which they have broken away from the Church of 
England» How many, that when they are preſſed in 
good earneſt, tan fay no more for theinſelves than that 
they have betterpreaching, and more ſpiritual praying 
elſe» 
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elſewhere, than in our Pariſh-Churches > How will 
they abuſe our Prayers and call them Porridge, and fuch 
other vile names, who never in all their lives ſo much as 
read them, and are not aſhamed to own that they have 
not > They call the Biſhops Avtichriſtian, and the Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church dolatrous or Superſti- 
tious, Who yet never well conſidered what Anrichrif? 
means, what is /do/atry or Superſtition ; who have little 
or nothing to.ſay, if they beasked whatevil is in Biſhops, 
in Liturgies, and in the Rites of our Worſhip. How 
many others are there who read the Books written to 
defend the ſeparation, but will not. vouchſafe ſo-much as 
to look upon any one that is publiſhed in behalf of the 
Communion of our Church God of his mercy give a 
better Spirit to ſuch people, and Repentance to thoſe 
that have miſked rhem. | 

Fourthly, We ſhould not eaſily believe thoſe men in: - 
matters of Religion, who would keep us from examining 
their DoQtrines by fair ways of tryal, and would afirighe 
us into an implicit Faith, by pronouncing damnation a- 
gainſt all that are not of their own way. If men uſe vi- 
olence or ſubtlety to hinder us from judging for our 
ſelves, there is great reaſon to ſuſpeQ-that they are-con- 
ſcious to'themlelves of a bad Caufſe-which will not bear 
the tryak. I necd not fay how this reaches the Roman 
Church, which forbids the Laity to read the Scriptures, 
unleſs ſome- one Lay-man has that ſpecial favour granted 
him of leave ſo to-do from his Ordinary, who common» 
ly is wiſe enough not'to give this licenſe, but where he 
is ſure the party is faſt enough: to the Cauſe of. that 
Church. 

Thoſe of the ſeparate Congregations beſt know what 
Arts are uſed to keep the people that go that way, from 
informing themſelves: by reading our Books, or dif- 


courſing with our Miniſters about the matters in con- 
troverſie 
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troverſie between them and us. But we are not igno» 
rant of all of them, ſome of their Leaders teach them to 
Pity our ignorance, and want of illumination ; Alas, 
poor wretches that we are, we know not the things of the 
Spirit of God ! we are ſtrangers to the lite and power of 
Godlineſs / 


Thus they uſe to repreſent us. They take all the 
names and prounſes of the Scripture to themſelves, 
and; leave the threatnings of God, and the puniſhments 
inſlited upon his enemies, tous. Now this is but a 
cunning and indirect way to keep the People from heark- 
ning to any thing we can fay to 'em, and to teach them 
how to conclude againſt us, without thinking it to any 
purpoſe toexamine what is offered on both ſides. They 
that have a good Cauſe, need not uſe thoſe diſingenuous 
Arts; they will not fright men from. conſidering what 
their adverſaries ſay, by denouncing damnation againſt 
them, nor forbid them to read their Books, but rather 
encourage them to do fo, that they may {ee the diffe- 
rence between Truth and Errour, between Reaſon and 
Sophiſtry, with their own eyes. This is the effe&t of a 
well-grounded confidence in the Truth; and there is 
this En of a good Cauſe apparently diſcernable in the - 
Application of the Clergy of this Church both to their 
friends and enemies. They defire both the one and the 
other to conſider impartially what is ſaid for us and a- 
gainſt us. And whatever Guides of a Party do ather- 
wiſe, they give juſt caufe to thoſe that follow them, to 
examine their Dodriaes ſo much the more, by how 
much 7 - are unwilling-to have them examined, It 
is a bad ſigne when men are loath to have their Opini- 


ens ſeen in the day, but /ove darkneſs rather than light. 

Thus I have ſhewn in what caſes we are moſt-concer- 
ned to examine the DoQrines of thoſe that undertake to 
inftrut and guide us. 


”L 
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y 5. 

I. Becauſe the duty of proving all things ſuppoſes cer- 
tain Rules and 7eſts, by which Dottrines are to be exa- 
mined and tryed, I proceed to ſhew what they are. 
Now it is very certain that the Rules by which we are 
to try Do&rines for our own fatisfaftion about them, 
are no other than thoſe want of Argument by which a 
wife man would prove the truth of his aſton to 
others for their ſatisfaftion. And therefore it is plain 
that thole Rules muſt be common to me and to other 
men whom I would alfo guide fo into the knowledge of 
that Truth to which I have attained. And they are 
theſe three. 

I. Reaſon, which is a common Rule to all men. 

2. Scripture, which1s a common Rite to all Chriſtians. 
3. Antiquity; or the uniform Jadgment and Prattice of 
the Church in the firſt Ages of Chriftianity ; which is 
a common'Rule to thoſe who are verſt in the Hiſtories 
of the Primitive Church, and in the Writings of the Fa- 
thers. 
The two former Rules are the principal and moſt 
neceffary, and we are fafe if our Perfwaſions in Religi- 
on will bear 'the Teſt of Reafon and Scripture, and withal 
thoſe Rules are near at hand forevery mans uſe amongſt 
us. But the laſt Rule is alſo of good uſe to thoſe that 
car uſe it, for their own confirmation-in the truth, and 
ſtopping themouths of gain-ſayers. But more particu- 
larly, 

7 By Reaſon, I do not underſtand that Faculty by 
which we are men, and can compare one thing with a- 
nother, and argue and conclude, Sc. for this is that Na- 
tural Power by which we uſe any kind of Rule where- 
by to judge of the truth-or talſhood of Opinions in Re- 
ligion; but I underſtand by it, thoſe common Truths 
which 
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which are natural-to the minds of men, and to which 
we give a ready aſſent, without any need of having 
them proved by any thing-elſe. For by theſe funda- 
mental Truths we are to prove all things elſe ; and if 
there were none ſuch, we could prove nothing. And 
they. are ſuch as theſe, That nothing can make it ſelf ; 
That the ſame thing cannot be and not be at the ſame time; 
That common ſence is to be truſted ; That God is a being 
abſolutely perfet; That the Good us to be choſen, and the 
Evil to be refuſed ; and that Contradiftions cannot be 
true, and the like. Now whatever is by true conſe- 
quence deduced from ſuch Principles, is thereby proved 
to be rrxe; and whatſoever is repugnant to them, or 
can be diſproved by them, is falſe. They are the fore- 
mentioned Propoſitions, with others as ſelf-evident as 
they ; which make up that which we call the Light of 
Nature or of Reaſon. And I mention this Rule in the 
firſt place, becauſe it muſt be prefuppoſed to all other 
ways and means of enquiring after Truth, and without 
which nothing could bo done in it ; inſomuch that the 
belief of that Truth which is not to be deduced from 
mere natural Reaſon, but : depends upon a divine Teſti- 
mony, is at laſt reſolved into a rational A&, and relies 
upon thisnatural Principle, that God cannot he. 
Wherefore they that cry down Reaſon,as if it were at 
no hand tobe truſted in matters of Religion, and call it 
carnal, Blind, and fooliſh Reaſon; and ſuch-like vile 
names, if they are in good earneſt, they are incapable of 
ſearching after Truth themſelves, and of receiving any 
ſatisfa&tion from others. While they are in this humour, 
I may as well take a Beaſt to diſpute with, as go about 
to convince them. And if all men were thus lenſeleſs, 
it were impoſlible that men ſhould be ſerviceable to in- 
ſtrut oneanother in the things of God, But to abandon 
the uſe of Reaſon in matters of Religion, and to ſcorn a 
man 
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man when he ſpeaks conſiſtently,and argues clearly from 
common Principles of Truth, is ſuch a wretched fort of 
unmanlineſs, that I cannot but think it is for the moſt 
part taken up in deſigne, by thoſe men that have 
brought Nonſence, and ContradiCtions, and abſurd Opi- 
- mions1into Religion ; which'no man can admit, without 
doing violence to his own underſtanding. For when 
Hypocrites have for their worldly intereſt debauched 
Religion in this manner, they know that the meaneſt 
people will never ſwallow their groſs abſurdities, unleſs 
they can firſt prevail with them to believe that 'tis a 
dangerous thing to truſt their own eyes, or to hearken 
to any diſcourſe from Principles of Reaſon, though it be 
never ſo clear and ſtrong; and that it is a kind of merit 
to believe things incredible, and to ſtick to a concluſion 
the faſter, the more impoſlible it ſeems to be true. But 
by the way, if Reaſon be one, and that the firſt means 
by which we are tojudge for our ſelves in matters of Re- 
ligion, as I ſhall make bold to fay it is, I ſhould vehe- 
mently ſuſpe&, without farther examination, that they 
know their Opinions to be very fooliſh, who at firſt 
daſh renounce the moſt general and neceſſary Rule by 
which they are to betried. 

-T ſhall onely adde, that becauſe the fundamental Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon are the fame all the World over ; Rea- 
ſon is therefore the moſt publick Rule and Teſt, where- 
by to judge between Truth and Errour. And therefore 
i Council defines things in that manner, that I muſt 
forſake right Reaſon to follow its Definitions; when 
I make this plain, this is not oppoſing a private Spirit to 
2 publick Judgment , but appealing trom a leſs publick 
Judgment, to rhe moſt publick Sence and Judgment of 
mankind. | | 
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2. As Reaſon is a Rule to all men, fo is Scripture a 
Rule to all Chriſtiays, at leaſt it ought to be ſo; and all 
pretcnd to make it a Rule for their Judgment, by ap- 
pealing to it. The Church of Rome indeed allows it to 
be but part of the Rule of Faith ; we fay it is an zxtire 
and perfe& Rule thereof. However, ſo long as ſhe ac- 
knowledges the Scriptures to be a Rule, though ſhe pre- 
tends there is another Rule beſides that, ſhe is to be con- 
cluded by the authority of the Scriptures; and. ſo we 
are to be acquitted by her, in not believing her againſt 
the Scriptures. 

Now . every body muſt grant that we do not judge 
rightly by the Scriptures, where we miſtake the meaning 
of the Text. And we ought to be ſure that the fence 
wherein we take any place, is the true ſence, before we 
make our interpretation of it a Rule whereby to exa- 
mine other things. | 

Where the ſence is very plain, it requires nothing 
more than common ſence and common honeſty to un- 
derſtand -it ; and it is very reaſogable to ſuppoſe that 
God hath revealed all points neceſlary to ſalvation: fo 
clearly and plainly, that it is not difficult for an honeſt 
man to underſtand what they are. | 
But becauſe there are many obſcure places in the Scri- 
Ptures, we muſt be very careful not to ground any Do- 
arine upon them, till we have well weighed and exa- 
mined the meaning of thoſe places ; and the way to be 
ſecure from any dangerous miſtake in concluding from 
places of Scripture that are more or leſs hard tobe un- 
derſtood, is to obſerve ſuch cautions as theſe are, which 
I think all Chriſtians muſt allow tobe reaſonable. 


I. That we take no Text in a fence which is repug- 
nant 
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nant to common Senſe and natural Reaſon. 

2, That we put no ſence upon a place of Scripture 
that is repugnant to the general ſcope and deſigne 
of the whole Word of God. 

3- That we underſtand no difficult places in a ſence 
that is contrary to to thoſe places whoſe meaning 
is plain and manifeſt to all men. 

4. That we miſtake not thoſe places for plain, which 
are. not ſo. | 

5. That we put noother ſence upon a Text than what 
agrees With the ſcope and defigne of that particular 

iſcourſe wherein we find it. Te 


1. Before we conclude upon the ſence of a Text, ſo as to 
prove any thing by it, we muſt be ſure that ſence u not re- 
pugnant to natural Reaſon. For if it be, it cannot be the 
true meaning of the Scripture. For God is the _ 
nal of natural Truth, as well as of that which comes by 
particular Revelation ; and, as Herocles faith, to believe 
and obey right. Reaſon,. and to follow God, are the ſame 
thing. And therefore no Propoſition that is repugnant 
tothe fundamental Principles of Reafon, can be the ſence 
of any part of Gods Book; - and that which is falſe and 
contrary to Reaſon, can no more be true and agreeable 
to the revelationsof Scripture, than God,whg is the Au- 
thor of one as well as the other, can contradi& himſelf. 
From hente it is evident, that theſe words, This is my 
body, are not tobe underſtood in that ſence which makes 
for the Doftrine of Tran/ub/tantiation, becauſe it is itn- 
poſſible that contradi&ions ſhould be true ; and we can- 
not be more certain that any thing is true, than we arc 
that that Doctrine is falſe. There are ſome other Do- 
Arines maintained by men of Name in the World, that 
they have no better grounds for, than obſcure Texts in- 


terpreted contrary to the Principles of natural Reaſon 
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and Religion. This caution therefore is to be minded 
in the firſt place. 

2. We mnſt put no ſence __ dificult place, which con- 
tradiits the great end and drift of the whole Bible, Now 
that is, to work Faith in men, and thereby to bring 
them to repentance, and toa holy life. And therefore 
whatſoever Doftrine does naturally tend to take men 
off from the care of holy living, by nouriſhing them in 
fooliſh preſumption, or driving them to miſerable de- 
ſpair, cannot be the Doftrine of the Scriptures ; and 
therefore ſuch a Dofrine cannot be proved from any 
obſcure Text of the Bible, and by conſequence that ſence 
of an obſure Text frum which it may be proved, is not 
the true ſence, unleſs we can believe that ſome part of 
the holy Books teaches ſomething that undermines the 
great end-of the whole. There are too many Opinions 
amongſt ſome Chriſtians that have no other colour for 
them, than Scripture interpreted without this,neceſfary 
caution, which muſt therefore be added to. the for- 
mer. 

3. We muſt not underſtand a difficult place in a_ſence 
that us contrary to thoſe places whoſe meaning, is plain and 
manifeft to a] men. For the Scripture cannot teach one 
thing plainly in one place, and the quite contrary ob- 
ſcurely in another. It 1s but reaſonable therefore in 
trying to finderſtand a difficult place, or in going about 
to prove any thing from it, that we fhould compare 
Scripture with Scripture, and. the obſcure places with: 
thoſe that are plain; not to interpret the plain by the 
obſcure, which is contrary to all Rules of Diſcourſe, but 
the obſcure by the plain ; eſpecially becauſe the plain 
places contain things that are moſt neceſſary to be un- 
derſtood and believed by us : and therefore we cannot 
without-great danger forſake the Do&rine. which they 
teach ; as every man in effect does, who takes a difficult 


place 
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place ina ſence contrary to that Do@rine. In a word, 
the'Scriptureis our Rule principally where itis.caſieſt to 
be underſtood, and the meaning is moſt plain and evi- 
dent. But this caution will be of greater uſe, if we take 
the next along with us; and that 1s this : 

4. 1n trying Opinions by Scripture, we muſt be ſome- 
thing careful leſt we miſtake thoſe places for plain, which 
indeed are not fo, but more or leſs obſcure. 

And here I think it needful to ſhew what I mean by 
the plainneſs or by the difficulty of a Text. A Text is 
then plain, when that is the true and intended meanin 
of it whichthe firſt reading or hearing of 'the words dot 
ſuggeſt to a mans mind. And the Scripture is thug- 
plain in neceſſary points, eſpecially in the Precepts and 
Exhortations thercof, which though in ſome places they 
are couched 'under more obſcure.. terms,  yet-in others 
they aredelivered with this plainneſfs. 

A Text may. be ſaid to be difficult; when we do not 
hit of the true and intended ſence upen the firſt read+ 
ing, or gather itfrom the bare ſurface.of the words, but 
muſt ſearch and enquire farther to know it, 

And-there: are two' forts: of difficult Texts in Scrt» 
pture. Some places are ſo hard to. be underſtood, that 
upon the firſtvreading of: the words or phraſes, no to- 
lerable or intelligible ſence can be put on them at” all, 
without-a great deal of farther ſtudy and enquiry ; the 
difficult places of which fort are-more ſeldom perverted 
to maintain any ill Opinion : for no body goes about to 
make'a Text a Scriptural proot: of any thing, without 
he firſt determines with himſelf in what ſence to take 
it; and as for.the hard places of this kind, it being nor: 
obvious at- the firſt reading what ſenee they can bear, a 
man cannot well ofter toproveany thing by them. The 
other ſort of difficult Texts are thoſe which being: 


taken by. themſelves , do upon the firſt ſight or: * 
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- ſound of:. the words , feem to have & plain fence and 
metning.” which' yet are not to be underſtood: in_ that 
ſence the words will be upon the firſt reading of them ; 
-and'theſe .are the hard places in Gods Word which are 
moſt perverted, and taken in ſuch fence as the Holy 
Gholt teverintended : for. then is. an hard place like to 
be wreſted,when it ſeems plain to him who doth not ua- 
derſtand it ; and a difficult: Fext 'niay ſeem plain to 
hit who for want of ſtudying and conſideriog, thinks 
he underſtands it, butdoth nor. 

I ſhall inſtance in ſome difficult Texts of the latter 
fort, which have been miſtaken for plain ( that'is ) er- 
roneouſly taken to have ſuch a meaning/as they appear 
to have upon the firſt reading. 

In. the niath Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans we 
have theſe words, Zhat it might not be of works, but of 
him that calleth : ſome take this' for a plain place, and 
therefore think it a clear ſcriptural truth, that our ſalva- 
tion is not at af of our works, but ontly proceeds from an 
abſolnte decree of Heaven. 

So again we have it affirmed by the Apoſtle in the 
ſame Chapter, t i not of bimthat willeth, nor of him that 
runaeth, bat of God that fheweth mercy. Hence ſome 
think it is plain in Scripture, that what we do fignifics 
little, all is from an arbitrary favour of God. | 

Again, in the 1 Cor. 4. 7. we find theſe words, Who 
wakerh thee to differ from another > From the ſound of 
which words ſome gather that we are not free Agents in 
our own converſion ; but that if we be better than our 
Neighbours, it is an Almighty Power hath made us fo, 
and not any free choice or care of our own. 

Now certain it is, that we miſtake the meaning of a 
Text of Scripture, if we look upon it as plain when it is 
not ſo; and conſequently, in this caſe we cannot beable 
ro judge what is orthodox or erroneous, by having re- 
.courle to any Scriptures ſo miſapprehended. But 
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- But how can I know when a place is but ſeemingly 
plain, and: not really fo, ( 3. e. )' when'T am got to take 
that tobe the meaning of the place, which I may appre- 
hend upon the firſt running of the words and ſound of 
the phraſes? 

This is to be known by comparing places together, 
ang going by this Rule. A place ſeems onely to be 
plain, but is nor,-when it's uppermoſt ſence, and what 
it offers to us, does not agree with the ſence of a place 
undoubtedly plain. For inſtance, the Texts now men- 
tioned may ſeem'plain to*thoſe who would prove their 
erroneous Perſwaſions to be ſcriptural Truths by them ; 
yet if we ſappole them plain, (3. e. ) if we think they 
ate tobe taken in that ſence which they will bear at the 
firſt reading, then they are Texts undeniably repugnant 
to-ſuch places of St. Pai, as all muſt belzeve and ac- 
knowledge tobe plain. | 
| For whereas he fays-— That t might not: be of works, 

&c.' in another place he gives us this plain Precept, 
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Work out your ſalvation. Is not falyation of works, and Phil.2. 12. 


yet muſt we work it out? Either therefore it is not true 
in the ſence forne take the words, that falvation i5 noe of 
works, or jt is not proper t9bid us work it out ; wherce 
fore by. this plain place {| Work out your ſalvation} we 
muſt conciude that the other place { That it might not be 
of works ] whatſoever the ſence of-ir may be, it cannge 
have CO—_ our falvation doth not depend 
apon.our works or doings. : © ELIE 
[n like\manner, whereas the: Apoſtle fays \'/t # not of 
him that willeth, wor' of him that runneth, 8c.) doth he 
not in a plain prattizal diſcourſe, wherein he compares 
theChriſtian lite to'a Race, exhort us {o ts ran that we 
may obtain & | 
Now isit not of running that weobtain ? and yet doth 
he bid us fo run that we may obtain ?. — 
plain 


1 Cor. 12. 


24. 


1 Cor 4-7. 


Rom.1 2.2, 
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plain Precept zo rux, &c. evidently ſhews that itcannot be 
the meaning of the other place, that it is not by running,or 
by diligence in a Chriftian life, that we obtain ſalvation. 
Again, whereas he asketh in one place, Who maketh 
thee to differ from another > he alſo: exhotteth in ano- 
ther, Be not conformed to the world. And therefore the 
meaning of the. former clauſe canriot be, that the righ- 
teous man who is more excellent than his neighbour, doth 
nothing towards the making of that difterence : for 
then it would be very improper to exhort a man to 
make that difference, by got ctnforming r0-the world. 
. Finally ,4t is evident that theſe places of St, Paw! which 
I have now-compared,. cannot be a4 of.them plain, for 
then they are irreconcilably repugnant to one another ; 
and if they are not all plain, then ſome of them muſt 
not be thought to have ſuch a meaning, as the firſt read: 
ing of the words might make usthink they have. ' And 
therefore in judging (things by Scripture, we muſt. be 


careful that we do not prove or diſprove them by Scri- 


"Ptures miſtaken for plain when they are not ſo. 


plain, will-be removed by- obſerving it.; For-inſtance, 


5. We muſt alſo ſee that the ſence wherein we take a 
paſſage of Scripture that belongeth to a Diſcourſe, be a+ 
greeable-to the defigne and ſcope of that Diſcourſe to which 
it belongeth.. © This Rule, as it is neceſſary for all to ob» 
(erve, | 1o it is eſpecially to be urged upon men that are 
apt to interpret places that are not of themſelves plain, 
by thoſe Opinions that. they m—_—_— poſſeſſed with a 
belief of , but for which they; have little ground, ' be- 
fides the mere ſound of forme Texts, which at firſt hea- 
ring ſeem t6 be of their ſide; but: which, if they were 
compared. with. the deſigne of: the holy Writer in that 
Chapter or Book, would be found to-mean quite another 
thing. All that I ſhall fay beſides of this Rule is; that 
the <flicu}ty : of many places that are not of themſelves 


by 


«+ - 
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by this way we Jhatl cxfily be HAM that "ivr fr. 
erp A place 'of St: Pat, Why h thee to differ 
from another 2 was chiefly meant of thoſe extraordinary 
ifts win were diſtributed amongſt believers, in the. 
es of the Church ; and therefbre ( though in a 
"ſence'this-js true 6f all, favin (ray it is 
fiſtept with 4lFchoſt'Scriptutesthat fu le rligg 
ki between the od bis and the wicked, to de- 


rate ' TOE? by it Fo pour ard 
ER. F oks lacs; ani drhis t9 SI 
woutd' hav $2 "rg gor tty our, Opinions. by 
d-onfnd hut we interpret Scripture by dur own Opi- 


-pns, ©. 

*-ThusT v t.Cautions ate to. be obſerved 
b (1 by Wien _ War br bur-all witl ac- 
kao ledge | le: and.« $ and 
"if all* ref hat ITTe, et "bh have #jult vericra- 


on for the Scxiptures, the Word of God had fea bet- 
onal Wer Bey; and” Ts wrefted; unlo! Dairy 


had not eaſily paſſed for Scriptural Traets, oca- 
ſion of thoſe unjuſt Reproa had been pu away 
' which the Church of. Rowe rows og. us far allowing 
Re ians the $ee ofe of Gods Wal Book. 
| a kgs” "tick for tis Rittes' of R afon | and Seri- 
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j- t uſe, then' the Are in Ch beſt way to fits 
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it Ms witi Mats Wh 
"af kt e Cliufch, agd whigh 
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then he ogy prove his Faith by Scripture, has the 
Argument of Av [222o and Catholick Tradition unque- 
Sably on his Ge be becauſe the Scriptures are the moſt 
ancient Records of our Ranjons on, and they have been de- 
livered down tous as ſuch trom the beginning throu 
pl to our preſent times. But we acknow 
teſtimon _ Antiquity of ſomething of a later 
Pot that is, of the antient Fathers of the Church, to be 
of very nod uſe for the clearing of ſome places in Scri- 
prure ; Bt ſhewing what Order and Diſc: alive was left 
in the Church by the Apoſtles; for con us in 
ints of Faith grounded upon the Scriptures, but which 
Ve oben diſputed and appaled by Hereticks ; and like- 
wiſe for confuting thoſe ol errours in Bel os Pra- 
Rice, which of later days have been brough gy 
Chriſtians, eſpecially thoſe of the Church wheF 
how things are to to etumined by this Rule, I ſhall not 
——— becauſe this is the ſubje& 
oy vg, Sc. __ excellent Diſcourſe already pub- 


And thus much concerning Rules whereby to try O- 
pinions in Religion. 


F. 7: 

IT. The Ds os hrewith we are to ſearch for 
the Truth by theſe means, are alſo of neceſſary conſide- 
ration : for whatever other advar we have, if we 
be greatly defe&tive.in. theſe, we fhall very often loſe 
+a and fall into miſtakes of dangerous conſe». 


To To qualifc a: man: for receiving Truth when pro- 
Foo fart ſufficient evidence, or to find'it: out by 
ſearch, there muſt be theſe tlirce 
prepared mind. 2, Competent 
3+ Prayer ta God or i afing upon tha Dgene., 
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1 A- d'mind, which our - Saviour calls a g 
and bond bears ; Now this conſiſts in Elwmility, = 

warty, and Sixcerity. <p a 

Humility is neceflary, overweeni Ou 
cit makes a- man apt to deſpiſe what thoſe of a _ 
Perſwaſion can fay for themſelves, before their _ 
ments are conſidered ; and in general, to. t 
help which may be had by the advice and ing of 
others. - So likewiſe vain-glory fixeth a man in an errour 
he hath 'once defended ; and while he is unwilling to ac- 
knowledge a miſtake, he ſtrains all his Wit to delude 
himfelf inte a ſtronger belief of it, | and of his ability to 
defend it. In Controverſies he is defirous of vifery, 
and would fain be IP ; and therefore he 
ſtudies more toexpoſean adverſary, than to inform him- 
ſelf. And if he be dg ren 
he takes the w one, if it be more faſhionable than 
the right. e ſays our Saviour, Whoſoever doth 
not receive the Kingdom of God as a little child, i. e. with 
. _ and pliable —_ ſhall not enter therein. | Avia, 
$ ar my voice; intimati they 
would oro heater who were of traftable and 
humble minds. And therefore he adds concerning the 
Phariſees, that" they rejected him, becauſe they were no? 
his Sheep, i. e. becauſe of their haughty and inflexible 


Crpoſnion 


iſpoſiti | 
Prejadice is apt to bar the mind againſt convition 
as well as Pride, and therefore t9 Fwnility we muſt 


adde Ingenuity and Sincerity, by which a man is qualified 
to ditnguſh berween the ions of Prejudice on 
-—-cqog ide, and the force of good Reaſons on the 0- 
ther. 

Ingenuity is oppoſed to thoſe Prejudices that are et 
ther unavoidably contrated, or taken up through weak- 


nels of 
{ underſtanding = | Jo 
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> (the ſormer re as the-Prcjadices of. &dwcation,'or 


altegathear with our 'ourn Party, Men are. 
_ y prepoſſeſs'd with great favour to-thole Opini« 
ons if Which they.have been all along trained up,:and 
which - have been, /inſtilled-:into them by all that they 
have 'conyerſed _ hos \therefore _ cannot. 
meet Inquirersaſter Truths if we want the iogeputty of 
ſuſpeRingour ſelves on. this fide, and trying thoſe Fer. 
fwaſons nwhich we have been bred up, with the-grea= 
ter ippertiality 20d ſeverity. 

Sore men'are: prejudiced by1ag. vntcoantedile incli- 
nation aa (Ipmion;>0r £20:antipathy againft it ; 
and theſe - ought the more eevetully £0 diſtinguiſh be- 
eween the warmth of ns an the.one ſide, 
and the force rs pore on the ather ; :and not:to 
taken pafſionate! a:conclufian, or:an avertie 
on from it," thbe:2 Reaſon; one woyarather. : /It'is ve- 
ry incdentiawenk minds, 40 favourgfrheir 
Opinions whole perfons they moſtly ro:that 
degree, as not\to-hear- rn em Patience :an Argument 
again them. . Suck a Preview mani fqidd: this or thar, 
29d therefore no body muſt lay orherwile.: - But it is at 
ance difingenous and ſyly; ro @tertain ſuch an 
of any man, as te takonll. thathe ſays far (Golpe}; for 
the beſt men are fallible, nid ts ar an ppoonite 
to make himſelf paſs for a Saint in the opinibn.of.ortli- 
nary people: and (herefosd men mayhe dcd-into- great 
——_ whole adgmentzers capanathciv this mans 


To this we way- adde that Pride which re -rom 
conceiving.heed things of menzpeeſons; which an 


nuous man will by no means yield to, but will co 


- 


u_ another {ays, though he does notfanoy'.theman. 
It is reaſoe enough with ſame poople th roject all that 
their Miniſter fays to convince them: ——_— 
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if heibe called a High Charchenan, or goes for an Aru. 
»ian 3 and all this while-thoy ftand im 'their own light, 
and will nor fuffer chemſelvesco-be-infrudted 1 it» many 
profitable Truths CE t learn. . Thus the 
Jews, Cy «t-our Saviour's Do= 

orks, 7 Ya-tabored-nom-an this becauſe 
they wr ffende at him for the meannels of his Pa- 


Fo age. 

- - Some: are ſoweak as tobe prejudiced againl t Opinions 
and Prattices, meerly becauſe they have heard them of- 
ten abuſed, nicknamed, and in againſt in-a rude 
and hful manner. And this goes a great way 
with ſome Diffenters'tomake them deaf to all our Rea- 
ſons, that when they are-got together, they hear the 
Rites and Prayers of our Chureh ſeoffed at and called 
by vile names. _ _ —_ ym OF 

, to'run away with prejudice that are 
kd and ' ugh'd at, 'without- examining whether 
there be reaſon for it. 

Stmeerity isoppoſed to theſe Prejudices that ariſe from 
vicious affe/tions -and worldly intereſts; and-it \conſits in 
a firm reſolution to do the Will of God,.and a'veliement 
_ defire toknow'Kt for thar-end. And this is-a moſt ne- - 

ceffary preparation -toknow the Truth, becauſe nothing 
is more common than the-perverting of mens judgments 
by the inordinacy of therr luſts, and the ſerving of a 
coerume tereſt. 

The love of any Vie makes men partial and inſin- 
cere in examming the truth-of that Doctrine by which 
he ſtands condemned.” The belief of it is uneaſie to 
him ; it is not for his intereſt that it ſhould- be true. 
Thiss the reaſon why the yl faith in his heart, There is . 
20 Go 

The worldly intereſts of men-do ftrangely byaſs and 


faſhion their Judgments. Tt were a thing never enough 
| to - 
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to beadmired, that fo many men of Parts and Learning 
ſhould not be aſhamed of thoſe pitiful grounds upon 
which they maintain the Supremacy of the Pope, the Do» 
Arine of Purgatory, the Ealf Communion, the Sacrifice of 
the Maſs, the Invocation of Saints, and the like ; but that 
thoſe things do notoriouſly ſerve the Wealth and Gran- 
deur of the Roman Church. - If it be needful to go to 
a Conventicle for the getting of a rich Fortune, or the 
bettering of a mans Trade, a little enquiry will for the 
moſt part. ſerve his turn, and fatisfie hum that the Sepa- 
ration is lawful, and the Cauſes of it are jaſt. A man 
ought to ſet aſide all conſideration of wes! page ua 
reſt, and to propound eternal life to himſelf as the end 
of hisinquiry, when he labours to know the Truth. 

The afteCtation of Popularity, and the love of Praiſe 
and Flattery, cannot conſiſt with a ſincere love of the 
Truth, and does very often hinder the attainment of it. 
It is hard to convince men of thoſe things that check 
their vainglorious ends and purpoſes. And therefore 
fays our Saviour, How can ye believe in me, that receive 
honour one of another, and ſeek not that bonour which co« 
meth of God onely ? | 

The wiſe man exhorts us to. buy the truth, intimatin 
thereby that we muſt quit all our ſinful luſts and affe- 
Ctions, and our carnal intereſts in proſecuting of it. In 
a word, we muſt be in mind prepared to believe all 
| truth, by being reſolved to do whatſoever appears to-þe 
the Will of God, let what will come of it in this World, 
having our hearts evermore fixed upon the great con- 
cernment of eternal life. And this is more neceſſary 
for the beſt knowledge, than vaſtneſs of Parts and Lear- 
ning. | 

Where the mind is thus prepared, there will be little 
need to preſs the two remaining Diſpoſitions; whereof 
the former is, 


2., Com- 
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2. Competent diligence, Etrour is ſometimes made to 
look ſo like the Truth, that a ſuperficial examination 
will not ſerve to diſtinguiſh one from the other. Some- 
times the Truth muſt be had by laying a great many 
things together, and the proof does not lie 1n one, but 
in many Arguments pointing the fame way, Some- 
times alſo a concluſion is offered with the ſhew of many 
Motives of credibility, which neither ſingly nor joyatly 
prove what is intended. And here patience and indu- 
{try commonly. helpeth more than quickneſs of judge- 
ment. | 
Our Saviour bad the Jews ſearch the Scriptures ; thoſe 
ny ns who in all probability had read them, but as 
it ſeemeth, not with diligence enough. It were very 
well, if thoſe that begin to ſtudy Divinity would not 
preſume upon-the —_—_— and honeſty of others,whoſe 
Books. they fee full of Citations of Scripture ; but take 
ſome pains to judge whether that be the true ſence ig 
which they are quoted. For want of this, ſeveral have 
miſcarried in their firſt entrance upon this work ; and 
the errours of. men of.name and- authority, have. beea 
propagated. It would alſo be very. happy for this 
Fair, and for themſelves too, if the diſſenting people 


would not-preſently conclude that what they read in the 


Books of their own way is all agreeable to Gods.Word, 
becauſe they. ſee abundance of. Scripture: in them, but 
would uſe ſome diligence to judge whether that be the 
true meaning in which the Scripture is there underſtood. 


It was doubtleſs with defigne to catch ſuch ſlothful peo 


ple, that the Catechiſm 0 age was. For SO 

publiſhed in our wherein Abridgmen of Chriſti 

ye nds to prove al the lewd a Doin ried © 
1 of the Romiſh: Re I 10N, 

by Texts of Scripture. But if any man. will take the 

pains.to examine his proofs, heſhall find ſuch miſerable 


wrelſting . 


boy 


46 A Perfwaſoue to ag Ingenaone Tryal 
wreſting and perverting of the-Scrypture; that he will 
-never truſt a Book more merely for ſtore of Scripture- 
Phraſes and Citations; but go to the Fountain of Truth 
it ſelf, the pure Word of God, to ſee whether the inter- 
pretations of men are indeed the unpolluted ftreams of 
hat Spring, from whence they are faid to come. | 
We mutt be willing to ſift things to the bottom, if we 
would 'not be impoſed upon. - A very little pains wall 
ſerve to make a man confident ; but tis not a little that 
xill take him confident upon ſafe grounds. -”. | 
3- To Diligence we muſt adde Prayer for the divine 
[llumination. + In ſearching for Truth we-mult implore 
his help who is the God of Truth awhoſe Word is the 
Word of Truth,. and whoſe' Spirit'-is the Guide #nto 
Truth, that he would free our mintde-from all prejudi- 
ces and corrupt affeQions, and from: every: or ri 
obſtruQs a right underftanding, If we {ack wiſdom, we 
jo it of God, who giveth bus holy Spirit to thim that 
a5K mim. 2a 
And now I dare appeal to all that read theſe Papers, 
af it had not been to the unſpeakable advantage of Gods 
Church, and the Souls of men, # all that profe&-Chri. 
ſtianity had inquired into the Controverſies: of Religion 
( far as they are concerned 1a them ) with #beſe + 
poſitions that T have recommended! "And therefore 
the more carneſtly defire thern'£0-lay their hands pon 
their breaſts, and in good eartieſt. £0- ashe themſelves if 
they have in this manner ſought” the knowledpe of the 
Truth; with a mind thus prepared;wittrimpertiality and 
diligence, and conftant Prayer for Gods bleſſing and di- 


P:5 


IV. My next bufineſs is ts offer fore Confiderations 
to our people to an honeſt and impartiaF ty yal 
of Opinions in Religion. This 
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- Thislndes! exrxrior be doi by WH with 1al advan- 
&'bamuls of the thfſerents- off trens abilities 3 bor 
ſomerhing ist0 hen fm 41, and every one is to do 
whar' he can, end Godtx _ 4nd more,” * 

* IF'we ehuſe a-way-af Refigion at random. or without 
honeſt care to know the Truth, we are in great danget 
of falling 'intodelifion, beckyſe there are falls Rehjpions 
_ rs wenn men Mm the roſ= $aith'St. 

the ts becauſe many, fa 
Prple: [_ owe-ont 'into' rid, There was w et 
yn grievony errour-in the-beft'angpurett 
x of heOherc Ponbiemſh werenaqtcareful tg ex- 
"Ad aniger* is in this 
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Authority, be the more: in ſomedangetouserrour. 
We are expoſed to hazard, if we are apt to ad) 
mire a man for bringing much. Scripture to ſerve his 
purpoſe , but not to think it needful to ſee whether 
thoſe paſlages of Holy Writ be pertinently applied or 
not.. 

To this I' muſt adde, that the exrours we may fall in- 
to for want of enquiry and examination, may for onght 
we know,. be of dangerous conſequence to our own 
Souls. Some there are that wreſt t gg to — 
own deſtruttion;. and if. we,are in their way, np 
wrelt them to, ours, too... .. We may vr tspcy y take . 
up.Principles that will, by.d, uch our:Confei-- 
ences, and reconcile us to wicked praCtices, and in many 
inſtances eat. out. the ſenſe of good and evil, _ and 


duty.. 11 4G260h 1 0)! G64 31 
Qathe other tiand}by « things asimpartially 
and judiciouſly, as we cap,. we {ball not, onely-be; ſecure 


from running into great errours, but the DoQrines of 
true Religion will become. more tous, and we ſhall 


bangs more clear, and diſtinit apprehenſion of them ; which = 
wil eepard. .our. cadeavours with. great: plraſere aud /or 
jon... Far next che elabe of of a good Conſcience - 
out by doing what we know to bers duty, there is 


no pleaſure. more pure and, e tothe beſt part of 
our, ure, Fn. ine 3 ,that whicl aries frog. an, wparoved 
knowled ge.int xl g! 4 


God... ,; 
And having he Lagy and confi dered the 

of our Perſwaſion, we adhere. more-ftedlf fa e _ 
truth whichwe have-learn'd, and not be eaſily-unſetled by 
the Sophiſtry.or the Confidence of ill men, being prepared 
to ſhew that there.is no ſound Reaſon. in the. Sardar 
and 'no juſt Cauſe for the; latter... And when, Sed 
perceive that we have inquired. tos far into thiogs, tobe 

born: 
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born down with peremptorineſs, or to be deluded with 
colgurs 3: they will be. diſcouraged from attempting to 
draw us into their Net. 

Moreover, it will be no little ſatifaftion to us, when we 
are going out of the world, that we have all along taken 
due pains to inform our ſelves in things of the greateſt 
concernment to us, wiz. thoſe which regard our everla- 
ſting ſalvation ; and that the errours into which wemay 
have falkn, were not to be imputed to want of honeſt 
diligence in inquiring after the Truth, but onely to hu- 
mane infirmity. | 
- , In the mean time , we camnot have. the conſcience of 
fincerity. upon good grounds, if we do not with diligence 
apply our ſelves to know all our duty, and conſequent- 
ly all that divine Truth which is the Rule of it, or 
which leads to the performance of it. One charaQter of 
that good and boneſt heart which our Saviour compares 
to the good Ground, -i$ to.underſkand:the Ward. And 
the reaſon why the Phariſees did not underſtand, was 
becauſe they were not of God, but of their Father the De- 
wil whoſe luſts they did. One reaſon why God in his 
wiſdom permits Impoſtures and Errours to go up and 
down in the World, 1s becauſe this ſerves to make a more 
evident difference between thoſe that are ſincere and 
honeſt, and thoſe that are \not ſo. For in tlieſe circum- 
ſtances good men will take the more pains to diſtinguiſh 
between Truth and Errour, while the infincere either 
take up that Profeſſion; which ſerves beſt for their 
worldly ends, or take occaſion by the differences that 
are in the World about ng, to throw off all pre- 
tence to Religion it ſelf. 7here muſt be herefies among 

ou, faith St. Pawl, that they which are approved may 
be made manifeſt. I-C3 24 | 

To which we may _ that by honeſt endeavours 
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to 
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to be rightly mformed m matters of Religion,- we d#5n 
fome meaſure quatifie. our febves for the bappiyeft of another 
life, and ſhew that we are diſpoſteheavenwards ,- and 
deſirous, of that infinitely-better fate of things, where 
Darkneſs and  Errour {hall* be done away. For one 
great part of theRewardpromiſed in a better life, is that 
we ſhall know-drvine things Morepertf&tly there, than 
we:cando/inthis World. -Buthis can be no happineſs 
to any but toxhoſe-that are lovers of Truth and-Godd- 
nek here.” . : F 

[ ſhall conclude this point with one confideration more, 
'T hat at this reme we. ave copfiderable adva 
and apiportunitirstowanrds thadkfrorndy of Trath ir the 
preſent Controverfies amotig us. ' We-ofthis Church 
are perſwaded' that Fupiffs amd other Seffaries do cauſe- 
leſly divide from our Communion, andgrieveully fin a- 
gainſt Grd; andemdanger theirawnSeuls,-u well dk — | 
turb the quict\ofah&/ Church, by.theie ſeparatidn:from 
it, and ther combminons'apainit it.' And therefore 
fome pains has been taken, rhore\ghan vedinary, to flew 
them the'errour of their way, by going through rhe (e- 
veral poims upon which they -pretond- #0: feſtie therr - 
doings, And 'it is pin, as tune ſhewn/alreddy;” that 
in thmngs'of this ————  —— 
know the _ And thevefore/ if: they nephe@Þ farr 
an opportumty of examining things as ts now offered 
them, they wilt have:the aw for ' another 
day; "The feveral Controverſies |berween#hu Churchon 
the anedide, andthe Difewers and'the Recwſants onthe | 
other, are ſtwediand argued 10 a plain and famifiar way, 
zad brought down forvhe moſt part to the capacity of 


vedirary Agaders.. ' Andthotefore'lerbeth the one and 
the other look to it, that they do not either in; obRiracy 
a1n-4azinels, or for 'worldfy invereſt, put away-the 


Truth 
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Truth from theraſelves. Weſhould be very forry if our 
endeavours, ſhould have no other efett-rhan to make 
ther moreinexcufable ar laft. It will be our grief, but 
it "wilt be their condemnation. | 


A $ 9. 
,-V, When after que examination, we have ſetled our 
ſelves upon true grounds, whether in keeping our firſt 
Perſwafjaris,, or in changing them ( if we found they 
were wrong) for better: we muſt remember that there 
re duties incumbent upon ws growing from the know- 
ledpr wehave Fines : 
I, We arg to be thankfel to.Gad for the Truth we 
have Tearn'd. - When we ſee how miſerably fore men 
are miſtaken and deluded in things that are. both plain 
cough, and of great moment, we ſhould not inſult 0- 
if mand grow into ſat-conceit, but jnto humility 
0d gratitude to God, acknow ging g it to” be of Hh 
$1065 90d goodnefs, that we are.not led away into t| 
me deluſions. We gre indeed to thank him far all 
things that contributed towards 0ur eſcape or recove- 
ry. If we havea better natural apprehenſion and judg- 
ment than ſome others, who was it that made the Silo 
rence ?; '1f we had 3 good Educatian, and were put into 
a right way at firſt, it was God that choſe thoſe happy 
circumſtances for us. If we have regovered from gny 
way X pgerons errourin which we were bred up, the 
conyerſation, thefrignds, the books, and all other means 
by which we came-tobe better informed, were miniftred 
ugto us by the go Proviieess of Ged. Andthat de- 
gree. Of 8 nind which either prompted us to in- 


. 


. 
. 


&. Finally, it was bis Bleſſing that crow- 
or every good and perfeft gift cometh from a- 


ove, 


rom Bis 


wirg $5 us todo.it with ſucceſs, was likewiſe 
ped all. F 
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bove, from the Father of lights. Sothat in effe& God is 

to have all the, praiſe. And if we make it our buſineſs 

humbly and thankfully to acknowledge all his poorer 
O 


in that knowledge"of the Truth to which we have at- 
tained, we ſhall reap this great advantage and comfort 
thereby, that by his grace and providence he will come 
municate to us more-and more knowledge, if it. be 
needful for us; or at leaſt that he willnot fuller us tofall 
into any dangerous errour, For we are not fafe from 
damnable errours merely becauſe we believe the Truth 
at preſent; our perſeverance in it depends upog the 
Grace of God, which is forfeited by nothing ſooner thang , 
by Pride and Ingratitude. . For God reffteth the , proud, 
but giveth grace to the humble. And it by the impicty 
of negleCting to acknowledge God in thoſe Bleſſings we 
have received from him, we ſhould provoke him to 
leave us to our ſelves; our Judgments though they be 
ſet right at preſent, will caſh depraved and corru- 
ted by vicious affefQtions, and by degrees we may fall 
From one deluſion to another, till we come to believe 
the ſame things with thoſe men whom we were ofice 
apt to ſcorn or to pity for their ſtupidity and blind- 
neſs. Me 2 Ae: | 
Now the ways are very plain by which we are toex- 
refs our thankfulneſs to God for the knowledge we 
ve gain'd. A 
We muſt do this in our dayly Prayers, if we would 
ſhew our ſelves grateful in any propoxtion to the great- 
neſs of the benefit we have received. We are to thank 
God for the leaſt of bis mercies, becauſe we are eff than 
the leaft ; and therefore for all the Bleſſings of this life, 
and ot the outward man ; that we are not blind or lame, 
that we have not diſtorted limbs, or a deformed ſhape. 
But is it. not a. more valuable Bleſſing ſtill to have a 
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mind clear from all foul and monſtrous errour, endued 
with ſoundneſs of Judgment; and repleniſht with the 
knowledge of Divine Truth 2 Does not this therefore: 
call for particular acknowledgments and thanks 2 X 

We muſt be ſure to expreſs our thankfulnefsby better: 
obedience, and by unproving in all Virtue and Piety, 
' as we have improved in Knowledge. Otherwiſe we 
recerve this Grace of God in vain. Knowledge condu- 
ceth to a mans true happineſs by leading him to do well ; 
but if he holds the Truth in unrighteouſneſs, by increa- 
frag knowledge he does but increaſe ſorrow, and that be- 
cauſe he increaſeth his guilt. But that which T chief] 
intend here; is this: That God by inlightning our re 
with a more full diſcovery of the Truth, has laid upon 
us a great obligation” in general to love him more per- 
fetly, and to performhis Will in all things more readily 
and cheerfully than we have-done. ' And this is 'trye 
thankfulneſs, if becauſe God hath led us to the under- 
ſtanding of ſome things which we were ignorant of 
heretofore, we do more heartily | perform thoſe plain 
Duties, and thoſe divine Rules 'of which we were 
not ignorant before. ' OO ln, 

\ Finally, it-is a principal expreſſion of our' gratitude 
to God, for being enlightned and undeceived our ſelves, 
to- be charitably helpful for the undeceiving of others, 
and leading them into the knowledge of that Truth in- | 
towhich God by his providence and grace hath led us: 
For God is never'more pleaſed with us than' when we 
do good one unto another : ' And therefore our charity 
to our miſtaken Brethren, is the moſt acceptable Sacri- 
fice of Praife that we can offer:to him. But this is ſo 
conſiderable & thing, that it ought to go by it felf for 
one remarkable uſe we are to.make of having gained 
the: knowledge 'of the Truth. Wherefore, - 

: 2. Let: 


\ 
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- 2; Let-us conſider how: we are; After 4his! to behaie 
our. {elves £9 others, | I 12ve, already told: you thebia 
gratitude 'to God we are to'do what-we wan- to recos 
ver thoſe to whom we have oppdrtualties: todo this 
good office ; and that becauſe God would hate all -men to 
e ſaved, and to come to the knowledygy of the truth.: This 
was that which our Lord faid to:Perer, Hhes thourart 
converted, frengthen thy Brethren; nnd it thoſe who arc 
not thoroughly confirmed in-the Truth-are to be far- 
ther inſtructed, there is the fare reaſon fot endeavou- 
ring. to.recover thoſe  thet [are quite olt- of. the way. 
Therefore if any of 'our Frients and Acquaintatice, or.o- 
thers, whom at any time we have'a.good opportunity 
of inſtructing, remain utder thoſe errours that we have 
mult remember that thouttve: was ohi y the, 
29: difpedal of God that 'we cane to a'right es 
ing, yet it-was alſo hy humane means, by cohvenſing 
with others; or by reading their Books. And therefore 
we ſhould take our ſelves to be fit Inftruments under 
God for the reducing of theth, by defiring them car« 
neſtly either to hear what we have learned from 'o+ 
thers, or to read thofe Books by which we hdiveibten 
convinced. And weſhould be the'more carneſ}y engaged 
in this charity, becauſe thoſe 'whot 'we may prevail 
withal, will thereby btengagetl to help othervallo;; and 
by this menns our diligeact and charity will be blafſed 
with, the good lucedſs of ing the-knowledge of 
Tratho far, 4lit we ſhall not bt able to (ee tothe ent] 
Of it. If therefore thou art convincetl that flip farmer 
 Perfwafions were. etroneoits, and.-thy PraQtices groun- 
ded upon thtm unyjuſtifiable, be'not aſhamed ho oak 
thy miſtake, -butſhew thy ſelf glad that thou art now 
better informed; ari#/go 'to (ty Friend ant a 
: tnat 
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that thou' art fully | nog thy way has bcen wrong, 
all this while, and ſhew him theſe Arguments that have 
fr thee right, that he, as well as thy (elf, may rejoyce 
inthe diſcovery of the Truth, and have the ſame reafon 
to bleſs God that thou haſt. 

- Now when we are thus reſolved, let us by no means 
forget 'in, what manner we are to apply our ſelves to 
our miſtaken Brother for his information, z. e. in mee{- 
neſs of wiſdom, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, without railing 
and bitterneſs, though we ſhould meet with unhand- 
ſome eppoſition, remembring, that we our {cives not 
long figce were under the fame miſtakes, and had the 
like fondneſs for thoſe erroneous Opinions which we 
would now reſcue our Brothcr from. If -he does nor 
take information and receive inſtruQion as faſt as we 
did, we muſt not preſently grow into paſſion ; for ſome 
mens prejudices are greater and ſtronger than ..others, 
and alt men have not the fame capacity of underſtan- 
ding, and quickneſs of apprehenſion; and therefore more 
time is to be allowed, and more patience is to be uſed 
for the: recovery of one man, than may be needful in 
the, caſe of another. - And becauſe nothing puts a ſlow 
'or a prejudiced man [more backward than rough and 
bitter diſcourſe, therefore more meeknels, and gentle- 
neſs, and patience is requiſite in dealing with him, than 
if we had to do with one of better wir or leſs prejudice. 
When we'would bring a man to the Truth, we muſt a- 
yoid all:things that will be ſure to drive him at a farther 
diſtance from it, as clamoyr, fiercen21s, and railing will 
certainly do. For this carriage dots but harden the ol» 
ſtinate, and confound the ſimple. 

3. 'When we are convinced of the Truth, as we muſt 
not. be aſhamed, ſo-ncither muſt we Leatraid to own it, 
burconſtantly adherc to it by profeiling ir, and pratis 

H ſing 
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fing according to it, whatever we lofe or ſuffer for ſo 
doing. For otherwiſe we. are convinced 'to no- other 
pu than the increaſing of our guilt, for he thar 
' knows his Maſters will and doth it not; ſhall be beaten with 
many ſtripes. If therefore thou haſt hitherto been & Pa- 
piſt, but art now convinced of the impious DoQrines and 
Practices of the Church of Reme ; or a Difſenter,but art 
now fatisfied that there is no juſt ground for ſeparation 
from the Church of Exgland; be not afraid of the Re» 
proaches and Accuſations of thofe whoſe errours thou 
haſt keft, no, not though'your dependanee be in a great 
meaſure upon them, or your expeQutions of worldly 
advantage from them be never ſogreart. Confider that 
thy ſalvation lies at ſtake, and that the queſtion is, whe- 
ther Gods love is not to be preferred before their fa- 
vour,and that you are now to that yon do not leve 
the praife of men more than the praiſe of God. Tell 
them that you will be till glad of their friendſhip, bue 
that +5 cannot purchaſe it at ſo dear a rate, as to ſin a- 
gainſt God for it, either by renouncing that which you 
are throughly convinced is Gods Truth, or by going 
contrary to a Conſcience well informed of your duty. 
Let them know that you have'been at & great deal of 
pains to difcover the truth in theſe matters, ard more 
than they have been at; that you value that know- 
ledge of your duty to which the Grace and Providence 
of God hath led you, at a more juſt rate than to fa- 
crifice it to every worldly intereſt ; 'and that the indu- 
ſtry you have uſed to inform your {lf aright, would 
turn to a very evil account, if after all, you ſhould play 
the Hypocrite. | 
When we have the Truth, our Joins muſt Be girt about 
with it ; we muſt love it heartily, profeſs it Feverdly, 
and contend for it earneſtly, and praQiſ it honeſtly. 
When 
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When we have bought the Truth by diligent and impar- 
tial enquiry, we we muſt not ſel it tor the gain of world- 
ly Wealth or Honour, or any other ſecular advantage, 
no not for the ſafety of our lives. The ſum of all, is 
this : Prove all things, hold faſt that which i good. 
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